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“All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.” 
 
For much of Judeo-Christian history, these words of Psalm 98 

have been more poetic than literal. At the time they were written, the 
known world was very small and people thought that there actually 
were ends of the earth. Today, the words of Psalm 98 can be taken 
more literally, not in the sense of the globe having ends, but in the fact 
that Christianity, and Catholicism in particular, is officially a global 
Church. 

 
In his 2021 book, Global Catholicism: Profiles and Polarities, Jesuit 

priest Thomas Rausch sketches an outline of Catholicism today 
throughout the world. In his book, the situation in Europe, once the 
center of Catholicism, is the most concerning. “In general,” Rausch 
writes, “the population in most European countries is secular and 
nonreligious.” (167) To give some current statistics, he notes that in 
Vienna (Austria) 660 parishes are being merged into 150, in Hamburg 
(Germany) 900 parishes are being merged in to 60, in Utrecht 
(Netherlands), 326 parishes are being merged into 48, and in 
Luxembourg, 274 parishes are being merged into 33. A few other 
concerning statistics from Europe are that Ireland has closed 7 of its 8 
seminaries since 1993 and 40% of pastors in Italy are non-Italian clergy. 
Another geographical area of concern is here in North America. While 
less concerning than Europe at this point, we have fewer people 
considering themselves religious and church attendance is declining. 



Furthermore, the Catholic Church in the United States in particular is 
deeply divided and is also the Church offering the most resistance to 
the vision of Pope Francis. All of this should give us pause for reflection, 
especially as our own diocese continues to move through its Real 
Presence Real Future restructuring process. 

 
Our Church is not without hope, however. The Catholic Church 

continues to have a growing influence in the southern hemisphere. By 
2050, Rausch notes that 75% of the world’s Catholics will be south of 
the equator. (1) In other words, there are encouraging signs of growth 
and hope in Latin America, Africa, and the Pacific. At St. Matthias Parish 
and in our planning area, which includes St. Anthony and St. Elizabeth, 
we may have an advantage here. As recently pointed out on the front 
page of The Columbus Dispatch, our Northland community has been 
blessed with an influx of people from many of these places and beyond. 
Some bring their Catholic faith with them and, like Mary and Joseph in 
the Christmas story, look for a place to stay. As our parishes merge in 
the near future following the downsizing trends of Europe and North 
America, I hope our parish goes against the trend by warmly welcoming 
the Catholics arriving here from the regions of the globe experiencing 
spiritual renewal. 

 
As members of St. Anthony, St. Elizabeth, and St. Matthias, we need to 

be appreciative of the global church and ensure that our new parish 
encourages ethnic and racial diversity so that all would feel a sense of 
belonging in our Catholic Community. 

 
Would I consider staying with this planning area during the 

merger process and in the new parish in order to learn from and 
support our immigrants and refugees, who are the future of our parish 



and of global Catholicism? What attitudes and prejudices do we need to 
confront as individuals and as a community? For those coming from 
these different parts of the world, how can I become more active in the 
parish? 

 
 As we continue with this mass, let us pray for our global Church 
and thank God that we are not merely a national church. May the areas 
of decline be inspired by the areas of growth and may the areas of 
growth support the areas of decline. Together, may all of us as one 
church spread throughout the globe acclaim to each other on this joyful 
Christmas: “All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our 
God. Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; break into song; sing 
praise.” 


